Minutes of the Fifty-sixth Meeting of the Farm Animal Welfare Advisory Council

Location:
Heritage Hotel, Portlaoise
Date:

19th September 2014
Present:
Chairperson Professor P Fottrell, Brid Farrell (DAFM), Niall O’Nuallain (DAFM), Andrew Kelly (ISPCA), Barbara Bent (WSPCA), Sean O’Laoide, Bernadette Earley (TEAGASC), Henry Burns (IFA), Jackie Robinson (DARDNI), Arthur O’Connor (Veterinary Ireland), John O’Roarke (Veterinary Ireland), Alison Hanlon (UCD), Michael Guinan (ICMSA) Siobhán Mehigan deputising for Ray Doyle (ICOS)
Apologies:
Stephen Foley (CILDEHS), Kevin Kinsella (IFA).
Secretary:
Niamh Cunningham 

1. Minutes

· The Minutes of the previous meeting of the 20th June 2014 were accepted with some minor changes.

2. Matters Arising

· Chairman welcomed new Council members - Jackie Robinson representing DARD and Michael Guinan representing the ICMSA together with Siobhan Mehigan deputising for ICOS. 
3. Education Working Group

· Work is continuing on the next FAWAC guideline booklet on ‘On farm Euthanasia of Pigs’. 
· Suggestion from the ICMSA that the euthanasia of freisian jersey cross calves should be examined and guidelines prepared.
4. EWS

· Next Steering Group meeting scheduled for November.
· DVO’s continuing to work on their “At Risk” herds
· Concern that contact is not being kept up to date, committee members need to know their respective County reps
· It was suggested that feedback be provided on cases that are referred to DAFM for investigation. DAFM responded that all cases are investigated however due to the privacy laws (data protection etc) it is not possible to provide feedback in all cases.
· Fodder problems not envisaged this winter as there is good supply and quality on farms
· Current beef crises could give rise to human health problems among some farmers
5. Equine Welfare

DAFM updated Council on equine matters: 

· Equine Welfare Group met on 1st October 2014
· The new raft of measures introduced on equine legislation is assisting greatly in improving equine controls but all owners, regardless of their circumstances must be reminded on necessity for compliance with the rules on ID, registration and transfer of ownership.  
· Veterinary Ireland have a number of proposals under consideration including the Passport Issuing Organisations being prevailed upon to reduce rates charged for a passport and regulation of private pounds. 
· Banagher Horse Fair – it was reported that the multi agency approach adopted for this event delivered positive results, this included the setting up of road checks and advertisements on radio prior to the event. Entry was refused for unidentified horses.
· DAFM reported a high number of equines registered under Equine ID and equine premises legislation.

· ISPCA reported that a high number of equine related calls continue to be reported to its helpline. 
AOB

· International Symposium on Beef Cattle Welfare
Dr. Bernadette Earley, Teagasc reported on her visit in July 2014 to the 4th International Symposium on Beef Cattle Welfare hosted by Iowa State University, USA where she was among the key note speakers. The broad theme of the symposium was “Connecting stakeholders to enhance the profitability and welfare of beef cattle”.  The program included keynote presentations from several national and international experts in beef cattle welfare as well as veterinarians, animal scientists, retailers, economists and livestock producers. Dr. Earley's address was “An overview of the latest research examining the impact of stress on the health and welfare of beef cattle” with emphasis on castration and transport research of beef cattle.
· Ballinasloe Fair
ISPCA confirmed that it will have 3 Inspectors present on the final day and can distribute FAWAC Booklets. 
· Market and Retail Issues

Council extended an invite Mr. Aidan Cotter, CEO of An Bord Bia to give a presentation to the next FAWAC meeting in December.
· SACAHW

The SACAHW has held four meetings to date with a 5th to follow in November. A sub-group has been set up to address a number of specific questions referred to it by the Minister. 

End

